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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Dry weather conditions in key producing northern
region curtail production prospects of 2023 main
season maize
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The 2023 main season maize crop is currently at vegetative and Harvesting
flowering stages. According to satellite imagery, crop conditions
are unfavourable in the main producing departments of Petén

and Alta Verapaz (red/orange areas in the AS| map), due to Guatemala - Agricultural Stress Index (ASI)
below-average precipitation amounts during the second quarter
of 2023, associated with the El Nifio phenomenon. In these from start of season 1 to dekad 3, June 2023

areas, dry and hot weather conditions are forecast to persist
between July and September, with negative effects on the main
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season production. In the rest of the country, where average crop —-— ;:::
conditions are observed, weather forecasts point to average to 10.55
55.70

above-average rainfall amounts in the July-September period,
providing conducive conditions for crop development. The
seasonal output is preliminarily forecast at a below-average level,
as dry weather conditions resulted in a contraction in plantings
and affected crop yields in the key producing northern areas.
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In order to mitigate the impact of adverse weather conditions on
agricultural livelihoods, the government expanded the coverage
of agricultural insurance from 40 000 beneficiaries in 2022 to

100 000 smallholder farmers in 2023. The insurance is designed
to pay up to GTQ 3 000 (about USD 385) to compensate for the
crop losses caused by drought or excessive rains. In 2023, the
government continues to distribute certified maize or bean seeds,
to nearly 100 000 smallholder farmers in El Progreso,
Sacatepéquez, Chimaltenango, Escuintla, Solola, Suchitepéquez
and Guatemala departments.
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Wholesale prices of black beans more than
10 percent higher year-on-year in June

Wholesale prices of black beans rose in June for the second
consecutive month, reflecting the seasonal decline in supplies,
and they were more than 10 percent above their year-earlier
levels. This reflects persistent high production costs as well as
lower year-on-year imports during the first four months of 2023.

After declining in April and May with harvests from the northern
region, prices of white maize rose in June, as concerns over the
impact of dry weather conditions on crop germination and
development provided upward pressure. Maize prices in June
were slightly lower year-on-year when the upsurge of fertilizer
costs drove the sharp increases in prices.

Prices of rice have been generally declining since

December 2022, reflecting the recent weakening of export prices
in the United States of America, the country’s main rice supplier
and were near their June 2022 values. Diversification of rice
imports from origins with lower prices than the United States of
America also provided downward pressure.

Cereal import requirements expected at high
levels in 2023/24 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2023/24 marketing year
(July/June) are expected at an above-average level of 2.5 million
tonnes. Cereal imports have been increasing steadily over the
last decade due to strong demand for yellow maize by the feed
industry, combined with the sustained demand of wheat-based
food products in line with an increasing population.

About 4.3 million people facing high levels of
acute food insecurity in 2023 lean season due
to elevated food prices

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) analysis, about 4.3 million people are
estimated to face acute food insecurity (classified under IPC
Phase 3 [Crisis] or above) during the June-August 2023 lean
season, slightly down from the 4.6 million people in the
June-September 2022 period. Despite the year-on-year
improvement, about 24 percent of the analyzed population is
expected to experience high levels of food insecurity as a result
of elevated prices of food, fuel and fertilizers. The situation might
be compounded by the adverse effects of ongoing dry weather
conditions on crop production. Although food inflation has
decelerated since March 2023, the annual inflation rate of food
items remained at high levels of 11.2 percent in May 2023. High
prices of food and agricultural inputs have diminished the
purchasing power of vulnerable households and producers,
affecting their access to food and agricultural livelihoods.

Since the beginning of the year to mid-June, the Ministry of
Agriculture has distributed a food package, including rice, beans,
maize flour, etc. to 389 000 people. The provision was carried out
under the Food Assistance Programme dedicated to the most
vulnerable households as well as the Alimentos por Acciones
(Food for actions) Programme, which aims to engage households
in community work and prevent the deterioration of their food
security situation.

Guatemala

Cereal Production

2018-2022 2023 change
average 2022 forecast 2023/2022

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1942 1950 1880 -3.6
Sorghum 49 45 40 -11.1
Rice (paddy) 30 32 33 4.4
Others 1 1 1 0.0
Total 2023 2028 1954 -3.6

MNote: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
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Notes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split years refer to individual crop

marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:

FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS) https://www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/.
FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool https://fpma.fac.org/.
FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Acute food insecurity in October 2022-February 2023
period projected to worsen compared to previous
year

e Prices of staple food items well above year-earlier
levels in September

e Production prospects for 2022 maize crops generally
favourable

e Cereal import requirements forecast at high levels in
2022/23 marketing year

Acute food in security in
October 2022-February 2023 period projected
to worsen compared to previous year

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) analysis, the population facing acute food
insecurity (classified under IPC Phase 3 [Crisis] or above) is
projected at 3.2 million people during the

October 2022-February 2023 period, up from the 2.5 million
people in the September 2021-Janaury 2022 period. The
year-on-year deterioration is mainly due to high prices of food,
transportation and agricultural inputs that are diminishing the
purchasing power of the most vulnerable households and limiting
their access to food. Food prices are at elevated levels, with the
annual food inflation rate estimated at 13.3 percent in

August 2022.

However, as the October 2022-February 2023 period coincides
with the harvest of the main maize crop, food stocks are
expected to increase from the low level of the previous lean
season. As of early September 2022, it was reported that
reserves of white maize and black beans held by households for
their own consumption were overall lower than the same period
in 2021 and 2020 in eastern and western regions. In addition,
harvesting operations of cash crops, such as coffee, cardamom
and sugarcane, also take place during the last quarter of the
year. This will generate income opportunities for agricultural
labourers that rely on daily wages, improving their livelihoods.

Prices of staple food items well above
year-earlier levels in September

Wholesale prices of white maize weakened in August and
September as the new harvest increased market supplies.
However, prices in September were more than 40 percent higher
year on year and at near-record levels, following sustained
increases since November 2021 due to the elevated costs of
agricultural inputs and fuel.

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize* (Main)
Maize*® (Minor)
Potatoes

Rice
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Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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High production and transportation costs also exerted upward
pressure on prices of black beans throughout 2022, which were
25 percent above their year-earlier levels in September. Prices
are expected to ease in the coming months as the harvest of the
main season bean crops starts in November.

Prices of rice have been generally on the rise in 2022, reflecting
increasing international prices in the United States of America,
the country’s main rice supplier. In September, rice prices were
nearly 25 percent above their values a year earlier.

The domestic supply of wheat relies mainly on imports from the
United States of America and Canada, plus some volumes from
Mexico. High international wheat quotations contributed to rising
domestic prices of wheat flour, which were 45 percent higher
year on year in September. As the country imports mostly wheat
grain and produces wheat flour, elevated processing and
transportation costs provided additional upward pressure on
prices of wheat flour.

Production prospects for 2022 maize crops
generally favourable

Harvesting of the 2022 main season maize crops is ongoing, with
favourable recent dry weather conditions aiding operations
especially in the key producing northern region. Although an
official production forecast is not yet available, the National
Association of Basic Grains estimates the main maize output at
an above-average level. This is mainly due to an expansion of
sowings, driven by high prices at planting time, which more than
offset the negative effects of the elevated input costs. Weather
conditions have been generally conducive and contributed to
average yields.

Sowing operations of the 2022 minor season maize crops will
take place after the completion of the main crop harvest. Weather
forecasts point to average rainfall amounts in the
October-December period, boosting yield expectations for the
minor crop. However, as the Atlantic hurricane season will last
until the end of November, there is still risk that torrential rains
and strong winds could negatively affect crops.

The country relies on imports to meet its domestic fertilizer
requirements and, during the 2017-2021 period, two-thirds of
fertilizers imports originated from China (mainland), the Russian
Federation and Belarus. Imports of fertilizers during the first
seven months of 2022 declined by nearly 15 percent compared to
the previous three-year average. The decline in imports as well
as the high international prices of fertilizers have constrained
domestic market availabilities and access.

Cereal import requirements expected at high
levels in 2022/23 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2022/23 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at an above-average level of 2.28 million
tonnes. Cereal import requirements have been increasing
steadily over the last decade due to the strong demand for yellow
maize by the feed industry, combined with the sustained demand
of wheat-based food products in line with an increasing
population.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Guatemala

Cereal Production

2017-2021 2022 change
average 2021 forecast 2022/2021
000 tonnes percent
Maize 1953 1950 1570 1.0
Sorghum 42 42 42 0.0
Rice (paddy) 31 33 32 -43
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 2028 2028 2047 0.9
Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAD/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
Guatemala
Cereals Imports
000 tonnes
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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¢ Planting of 2022 main maize crop ongoing under
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e Cereal import requirements expected at high levels Maize* (Minor)
in 2021/22 marketing year Potatoes
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elevated levels in April Wheat
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situation projected to severely worsen between June e
and September 2022 Sowing [
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Planting operations of the 2022 main season maize crop are
ongoing, supported by favourable soil moisture conditions. Some Guatemala - NDVI anomaly
replanting was carried out in localized southern areas along the

Pacific coast and northeastern areas due to torrential rainfalls Relative difference to Long Term Average - May 2022
that resulted in flooding and landslides. According to satellite AP : 7] Difference to LTA
imagery, conditions of germinating crops are favourable (NDVI X : = e

Bl <

anomaly map). Despite well above-average producer prices,
elevated costs of agricultural inputs and fuel are likely to limit the
extent of planted area.

<.10%

The country depends on imports to meet its domestic fertilizer
requirements and two-thirds of fertilizers imports originated from
China (mainland), the Russian Federation and Belarus during the
2017-2021 period. Imports of fertilizers between December 2021
and March 2022 declined by 30 percent compared to the
previous three-year average as a result of the temporary export
ban or quota introduced by China (mainland) and the Russian
Federation. A decline in imports is likely to constrain market
availabilities in domestic markets.

Amid increasing concerns about the high prices of agricultural
inputs, the government plans to disburse GTQ 1 000 (about
USD 130) to 180 000 smallholder farmers by end-June 2022 with Saurce: FAD/GIEWS Eerth Observation: System.
the aim to improve their access to agricultural inputs. It is

reported that some farmers plan to increase the use of organic

fertilizers due to the shortage of chemicals. According to the

official forecast, precipitation amounts are expected at an

average level during the May to July period in most parts of the

country, with positive impacts on crop yields. Precipitation

amounts are forecast to be above the average level in

northeastern (Franja Transversal del Norte) and southwestern

(Boca Costa) regions.

m global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Guatemala

Cereal import requirements expected at high
levels in 2021/22 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2021/22 marketing year 2016-2020 2021 change

Cereal Production

.. average 2020 estimate 2021/2020
(July/June) are anticipated at an above-average level of .

2.1 million tonnes, with maize imports accounting for two-thirds. 000 tonnes FEEEE
Cereal import requirements have been increasing steadily over Maize 1943 1910 1960 26
the last decade due to the strong demand for yellow maize by the Sorghum 42 42 12 0.0
feed industry, combined with the sustained demand of Rice (paddy) 1 2 13 ag
wheat-based food products in line with an increasing population. G 4 3 5 i

Total 2018 1987 2038 26

Prices of white maize and black beans Nore: Pereera
. . _ < ge change calculated from unrounded data.
remained at elevated levels in Aprll Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

Prices of white maize rose in May after the sustained increases
between November 2021 and April 2022. As of May, prices were Guatemala
nearly 40 percent higher year on year and the highest level since

mid-2011. Although markets are supplied adequately, the high Cereals Imports
prices can be attributed to rising transportation and production 000 tonnes
costs.

2500
Prices of black beans, which had been overall stable since 2000
December 2021, rose in May, as seasonally low availabilities
exerted upward pressure on prices. Prices in May were 1500

10 percent higher than the same period last year. Regarding rice,
prices have been generally on the rise since November 2021 and

1000

were 15 percent above year-earlier levels in May. 500

The domestic supply of whe_at grain and flour eptirely relies on ’ Average 2016/17-  2020/21 2021/22 forecast
imports, mostly from the United States of America and Canada, 2020/21

plus some volumes from Mexico. Below-average harvests of

wheat in 2021 in the two major exporters contributed to rising Notes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
domestic prices of wheat flour, which were 35 percent higher marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
year on year in May Source: FAQO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
According to recent IPC analysis, food Guatemala

security situation projected to severely worsen

Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala Cit
between June and September 2022 ¢ y

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Dectelpecks

Classification (IPC) analysis, the population in acute food 12

insecurity (classified under IPC Phase 3 [Crisis] or above) is

projected at a record of 4.6 million people during the 10

June-September lean season, nearly one-third of the total _
population. This represents an increase of 1.2 million people g /

compared to the period May-August 2021. The severe

deterioration in food security is mainly due to high food prices 6

that are limiting the purchasing power of the vulnerable

households. As of early May, it is reported that reserves of white "
maize held by households for consumption purposes were lower v/vf-
than the same period in 2021 and 2020. When stocks will be

completely depleted, households have to necessarily resort to z 9 99 2 2 9 38 9 39 o
markets and face very high prices of staple food until the start of 2 5 a 3 s £ 25 2 3 i L
the 2022 main season harvest in September. If high production s T @ 2R =5 8 28 =
costs result in reduced farming activities, it is likely to decrease

yields attained in subsistence and commercial farms as well as W Heans (hlack)

income-generating opportunities of agricultural labourers that H Maize (white)

depend on daily wages. Rice (first quality)

May-22

. . . , i o Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this

information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Guatemala

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Production of 2021 main season maize crop
anticipated at near-average level

e Cereal import requirements forecast at high levels in
2021/22 marketing year

e Prices of white maize 15 percent higher year on year
in September

e [Food insecurity situation projected to improve in
September 2021 to January 2022 period

Production of 2021 main season maize crop
anticipated at near-average level

Harvesting the 2021 main season maize crop just finalized in the
southern region and in the key producing departments of Petén
and Alta Verapaz. In centralwestern highlands, where the
cropping cycle is longer, harvesting will take place in the
November to December period. Seasonal production is forecast
at an average level, mainly reflecting near-average accumulated
rainfall amounts between April and August and an average
planted area.

Planting operations of the 2021 minor season maize crop have
recently started in northeastern areas, where seasonal
production is concentrated. Reduced precipitation amounts since
end-September have negatively affected soil moisture levels and
resulted in below-average crop conditions (NDVI Anomaly map).
Slightly below-average precipitation amounts are forecast in
northeastern areas for the rest of 2021, with potentially negative
effects on crop yields. If the forecast materializes, the impact is
likely to be greater for black beans that are mainly grown in the
current postrera season.

Cereal import requirements forecast at high
levels in 2021/22 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2021/22 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at an above-average level of 2.2 million
tonnes, with maize imports accounting for two-thirds. Cereal
import requirements have been increasing steadily over the last
decade due to the strong demand for yellow maize by the feed
industry, combined with the sustained demand of wheat-based
food products in line with an increasing population.

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)
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Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Guatemala
Cereal Production

2016-2020 2021 change

average 2020 forecast 2021/2020
000 tonnes percent

Maize 1943 1910 1950 2.3
Sorghum 42 42 42 0.0
Rice (paddy) 31 32 36 12.5
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 2018 1987 2031 2.2

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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Prices of white maize 15 percent higher year
on year in September

Despite a decline in September due to commercialization of the
2021 main season harvest, prices of white maize were more than
15 percent higher year on year. The high level of prices was due
to sustained increases during the first half of 2021, in line with
trends in the international market. Increasing production and
transportation costs added upward pressure on prices. Prices of
black beans and rice have been overall stable throughout 2021,
reflecting adequate market supplies.

Food insecurity situation projected to improve
in September 2021 to January 2022 period

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) analysis, population in acute food insecurity
(classified under IPC Phase 3 [Crisis] or above) is projected at
2.5 million between September 2021 and January 2022, with a
decrease of nearly 1 million people compared to the May to
August period. The improvement in food security conditions is
mainly due to increased supplies of staple food and improved
seasonal farm labour opportunities for cash crops. After an
economic slowdown in 2020 due to the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, the gradual recovery of the local economy in 2021,
together with a rebound in inflows of remittances, are expected to
restore livelihoods.

Guatemala - NDVI anomaly

Relative difference to Long Term Average - Dekad 1, October 2021

Source: FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation System.

Guatemala

Cereals Imports
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala City

Quetzal per kg
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this W Rice (first quality)
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal Sta.t“.s O.f any c.ountry’.temtory' city or areéa or of Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
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e Planting operations of 2021 main season maize crop kop:Caiencar ¢ Inakocfoodcrop)
enigfotlnig i i i Mazize & Sorghum
e Cereal production in 2020 estimated close to (Main)*
average level Maize & Sorghum
e Cereal import requirements anticipated at high levels (Second)*
in 2020/21 marketing year Potatiss
e Prices of white maize and black beans increased Rice
seasonally in March s
e Food insecurity situation worsened in late 2020 i g o
following livelihood losses caused by hurricanes :
lean period
Planting operations of 2021 main season Sawine -
. . Growing -
malge crop ong.omg . . . . AN
F_’Iantlng the 2021 main season maize crop is ongoing, foIIow_lng a Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
timely onset of seasonal rains in April. The seasonal outlook is
favourable as weather forecasts point to average precipitation
amounts in the May-July period, which coincides with the critical Guatemala
crop development and flowering stages. The Ministry of
Agriculture is distributing bio-fortified maize seeds to 51 000 Cereal Production
smallholder producers in 13 departments in order to improve
farmers’ access to agricultural inputs. 2015-2019 2020 change
average 2019 estimate |~ 2020/2019
Cereal production in 2020 estimated close to 000 tonnes percent
average level Maize 1920 1975 1900 3.8
The 2020 cereal production, mostly maize, is estimated at about Sorghum 42 42 a2 00
2 million tonnes, near the previous five-year average. In the main Rice (paddy) 33 34 38 11.8
maize season, an above-average output was obtained due to Others 3 3 3 0.0
excellent yields, reflecting favourable weather conditions.
Total 1998 2054 1983 3.5

However, some localized crop losses occurred during the minor
season in maize producing departments of Izabal, Alta Verapaz,
Petén, Santa Rosa and Quiché, due to the passage of two
hurricanes in November 2020. According to official estimates, the
affected area was reported to be about 50 000 hectares, about

5 percent of the annual sowings. The aggregate maize output in
2020 is estimated at a near-average level of 1.9 million tonnes.
Heavy rains brought by the November hurricanes and
consequent flooding, severely affected the main season bean
crops.

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements anticipated at high
levels in 2020/21 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2020/21 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at an above-average level of 2.3 million
tonnes, with maize imports accounting for two-thirds. The
requirements are anticipated to decline year on year, reflecting
large carryover stocks. Cereal import requirements have been
increasing steadily over the last decade due to the strong
demand for yellow maize by the feed industry, combined with the
sustained demand of wheat-based food products.

Prices of white maize and black beans
increased seasonally in March

Prices of white maize and black beans increased in March 2021
following seasonal trends. While maize prices were about

5 percent lower year on year due to abundant supplies from the
2020 near-average harvests, prices of beans were 20 percent
higher than those a year earlier. The high price level of beans
reflects an upsurge in demand amid the COVID-19 pandemic as
well as the adverse impact of the November hurricanes on the
main season bean crops. Prices of rice remained stable for the
fifth consecutive month in March 2021 and are near their
year-earlier levels, reflecting adequate supplies mostly from
imports.

Food insecurity situation worsened in late
2020 following livelihood losses caused by
hurricanes

According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) analysis, the estimated population in acute
food insecurity (classified under IPC Phase 3: “Crisis” or above)
is estimated at 3.73 million between November 2020 and

March 2021. This is an increase of nearly 1 million people from
the projection for the same period, made before the November
hurricanes. The worsening of food security conditions is mainly
due to crop and livelihood losses caused by the passage of
hurricanes in November 2020. Job and income losses as well as
low remittances amid the COVID-19 pandemic have also
exacerbated the already fragile food security situation of the
country. Under the Programme of Food Support (Programa de
Apoyo Alimentario), the Government distributed free staple foods
(maize, beans, rice, cooking oil, salt and sugar, etc.) to 319 000
urban families and 265 000 rural families between April and
December 2020.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

Guatemala

Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala City
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Weather conditions forecast to be favourable during
2020 main season maize crop
Cereal production in 2019 estimated at average level

e Cereal import requirements forecast to continue to
increase in 2019/20 marketing year

e Prices of staple grains higher year on year

Weather conditions forecast to be favourable
during 2020 main season maize crop

Planting of the 2020 main season maize crop started in the
southwestern and coastal regions with the timely onset of
seasonal rains. In the key producing northern area, planting
operations are expected to start from late May. Precipitation
amounts are forecast at average to above-average levels in the
May-July period across the country and are expected to benefit
crop development.

Cereal production in 2019 estimated at
average level

Maize outputin 2019 is estimated at a near-average level of

1.9 million tonnes. Production of the main Primera season crop
was favourable in the main northern producing areas. However,
reduced rainfall amounts and above-average temperatures
during the critical period of grain filling constrained crop yields in
the centraleastern Corredor Seco area. In the minor Postrera
season, improved rainfall in the September-October period
provided good soil moisture for crop development, with a positive
impact on yields. However, torrential rainfall in late October
caused flooding in the coastal region with localized crop losses.

Cereal import requirements forecast to
continue to increase in 2019/20 marketing year

Cereal import requirements have been growing steadily over the
last decade due to the strong demand for yellow maize by the
poultry sector, combined with the sustained demand of
wheat-based food products. In the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June), cereal import requirements are forecast at well
above-average level of 2.3 million tonnes, with maize imports
accounting for two-thirds.

Crop Calendar

(*major foodcrop)

Maize & Sorghum
[Main)*
Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*
Potatoes
Rice
Wheat
4:LF D'

lean period
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting '
Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Guatemala
Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change

average 2018 estimate 2019/2018
000 tonnes percent

Maizs 1874 1922 1870 2.7
Sorghum 42 42 42 0.0
Rice (paddy) 40 38 42 105
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 1958 2005 1957 2.4

Note: percentagechange czlculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Prices of staple grains higher year on year

Prices of white maize stabilized in April, after the upsurge in
March due to a sharp increase in demand amid the COVID-19
pandemic. In April, increased market supplies from the northern
producing areas and imports from Mexico put downward
pressure on prices, however, prices were well above their
year-earlier levels. Similarly, prices of black beans were higher
year on year, following the sharp price increases in the previous
two months due to high domestic demand. In the case of rice,
prices tend to be stable, as the country mostly depends on
imports to cover the domestic demand. However, prices started
increasing from March, mainly reflecting the low imports in the
first quarter of the year, exacerbated by the high prices of the
United States of America, the country’s main rice supplier.

Guatemala

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

Amid the COVID-19 breakout, the Government authorized the
duty-free imports of 200 000 tonnes of white maize and

152 000 tonnes of rice valid until the end of 2020, with the aim
to boost domestic supplies. Following the recent increases in
market prices, the Customer Protection Office published
suggested prices of staple food and is also strengthening the
monitoring of market prices.

Cereals Imports
000 tonnes

2 500

2000

Average 2014/15 2018/19

2018/19

2015/20 forecast

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to

individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of

second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

Guatemala

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala City
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Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Weather conditions forecast to be favourable during
2020 main season maize crop
Cereal production in 2019 estimated at average level

e Cereal import requirements forecast to continue to
increase in 2019/20 marketing year

e Prices of staple grains higher year on year

Weather conditions forecast to be favourable
during 2020 main season maize crop

Planting of the 2020 main season maize crop started in the
southwestern and coastal regions with the timely onset of
seasonal rains. In the key producing northern area, planting
operations are expected to start from late May. Precipitation
amounts are forecast at average to above-average levels in the
May-July period across the country and are expected to benefit
crop development.

Cereal production in 2019 estimated at
average level

Maize outputin 2019 is estimated at a near-average level of

1.9 million tonnes. Production of the main Primera season crop
was favourable in the main northern producing areas. However,
reduced rainfall amounts and above-average temperatures
during the critical period of grain filling constrained crop yields in
the centraleastern Corredor Seco area. In the minor Postrera
season, improved rainfall in the September-October period
provided good soil moisture for crop development, with a positive
impact on yields. However, torrential rainfall in late October
caused flooding in the coastal region with localized crop losses.

Cereal import requirements forecast to
continue to increase in 2019/20 marketing year

Cereal import requirements have been growing steadily over the
last decade due to the strong demand for yellow maize by the
poultry sector, combined with the sustained demand of
wheat-based food products. In the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June), cereal import requirements are forecast at well
above-average level of 2.3 million tonnes, with maize imports
accounting for two-thirds.

Crop Calendar

(*major foodcrop)

Maize & Sorghum
[Main)*
Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*
Potatoes
Rice
Wheat
4:LF D'

lean period
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting '
Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Guatemala
Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change

average 2018 estimate 2019/2018
000 tonnes percent

Maizs 1874 1922 1870 2.7
Sorghum 42 42 42 0.0
Rice (paddy) 40 38 42 105
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 1958 2005 1957 2.4

Note: percentagechange czlculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Prices of staple grains higher year on year

Prices of white maize stabilized in April, after the upsurge in
March due to a sharp increase in demand amid the COVID-19
pandemic. In April, increased market supplies from the northern
producing areas and imports from Mexico put downward
pressure on prices, however, prices were well above their
year-earlier levels. Similarly, prices of black beans were higher
year on year, following the sharp price increases in the previous
two months due to high domestic demand. In the case of rice,
prices tend to be stable, as the country mostly depends on
imports to cover the domestic demand. However, prices started
increasing from March, mainly reflecting the low imports in the
first quarter of the year, exacerbated by the high prices of the
United States of America, the country’s main rice supplier.

Guatemala

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

Amid the COVID-19 breakout, the Government authorized the
duty-free imports of 200 000 tonnes of white maize and

152 000 tonnes of rice valid until the end of 2020, with the aim
to boost domestic supplies. Following the recent increases in
market prices, the Customer Protection Office published
suggested prices of staple food and is also strengthening the
monitoring of market prices.

Cereals Imports
000 tonnes

2 500

2000

Average 2014/15 2018/19

2018/19

2015/20 forecast

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to

individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of

second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

Guatemala

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Maize production in 2019 anticipated at
below-average level due to dry weather conditions

e Cereal import requirements forecast to increase in
2019/20 marketing year

e Prices of maize started to seasonally decline in
August

Maize production in 2019 anticipated at
below-average level due to dry weather
conditions

Harvesting of the 2019 main maize crop is ongoing in the main
producing department of Petén. Production is expected at a
below-average level, mainly driven by dry weather conditions,
coupled with high temperatures that exacerbated the process of
evaporation, in the June-August period that corresponds to the
critical flowering and grain-filling stages. Rainfall amounts
received during this period were well below the long term
average (1989-2018). Differently from last year, when dry
weather conditions affected crops almost exclusively in
subsistence farming areas, the reduced precipitation in 2019 had
a negative impact on production at the national level. The major
producing northern departments of Petén, Alta Verapaz and
Quiché, production of which contributes to about 40 percent of
the main season output, received cumulative precipitation that
were between 20 and 30 percent below the average.

The 2019 minor season maize crop, that accounts for about

20 percent of the annual production and will be harvested in
December, is at the development stage in southern and eastern
producing areas. Increased rainfall amounts since
mid-September have been beneficial for crop development.
Overall, the aggregate maize production in 2019 is anticipated at
a below-average level of 1.7 million tonnes.

Cereal import requirements forecast to remain
above average in 2019/20 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast to remain at an above-average level of
2.06 million tonnes, due to the expected low 2019 maize
production, coupled with population growth. Cereal imports have
been on the rise, reflecting the sustained demand for yellow
maize by the feed industry and a high demand of wheat-based
food products.

Crop Calendar

Mazize & Sorghum
{Main)*

Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*
Potatoes

Rice

Wheat

lean period

Sowing .
Growing .

Harvesting

(*major foodcrop)

Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

Guatemala

Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change
average 2018 estimate  2019/2018

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1863 1300 1740 3.4
Sorghum 42 42 42 0.0
Rice (paddy) 40 38 42 105
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 1947 1383 1827 73

Note: percentagechangs calculated from unrounded data.

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Prices of maize started to seasonally decline

in August Cereals Imports
Prices of white maize declined for the second consecutive month 000 Swns

in September, reflecting improved market supplies from the i

southern and eastern producing areas, where the 2019 main

season harvest started during the second half of August. Imports

2000
from Mexico, similar to their year-earlier levels, also provided

downward pressure on prices. Prices of black beans have been 1500
increasing seasonally since June and are expected to start

declining not earlier than November with the main season L.00
harvest. Prices of rice are stable since early 2019, mainly 500

reflecting adequate import volumes.
0

Average 201415 2018/19 2019/20 forecast
2018/19

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to

individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cerezl Balance Sheets.
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Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala City
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its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Planting of main maize crop ongoing under
favourable weather conditions

e Cereal import requirements anticipated to increase
in 2018/19 marketing year

e Prices of maize seasonally increased in April and
higher year on year

Planting of main maize crop ongoing under
favourable weather conditions

Planting of the main 2019 maize crop is ongoing. Based on the
Regional Committee of Hydraulic Resources (CRRH)’s forecast
on probability of rainfall in the May-July period, average and
above-average rainfall is expected in Guatemala. During May,
although the start of rainy season was somewhat erratic, but
generally abundant rainfall was registered across the country,
except in the northern region, where the rainy season normally
starts in early June. Assuming favourable weather conditions,
FAO forecasts a likely increase in production to a slightly above
average level. The forecast also reflects higher maize sowings,
instigated by higher prices.

In 2018, the prolonged dry conditions in the late June-early
August period adversely affected yields of the main maize crops.
The Government estimated that about 300 000 families were
affected by dryness, more than in 2015, when an El Nifio-induced
drought affected production. However, maize production in 2018
was estimated at an average level of 1.86 million tonnes as some
farmers planted maize crop in the second season following
improved rainfall in August and September.

Cereal import requirements anticipated to
increase in 2018/19 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2018/19 marketing year
(July/June) are anticipated to increase and reach an above-
average level of 1.8 million tonnes, reflecting the low 2018 maize
production and the sustained demand for yellow maize by the
feed industry. Wheat imports are expected to increase, following
a higher demand of wheat-based food products.

Prices of maize seasonally increased in April
and higher year on year

In April, prices of white maize increased slightly in line with
seasonal trends. Prices were 8 percent above their levels a year

Crop Calendar

Mazize & Sorghum
{Mzin)*

Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*
Potatoes

Rice

Wheat

lean period

Sowing .
Growing .

Harvesting

-

(*major foodcrop)

Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

Guatemala

Cereal Production

2013-2017 2018 change
average 2017 estimate  2018/2017
000 tonnes percent
Maize 1842 1917 1860 30
Sorghum 42 41 42 24
Rice (paddy) 38 50 38 -36.2
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 1925 2021 1943 33

Note: percentagechangs calculated from unrounded data.

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



earlier, as the seasonal upward pressure was limited by imports

from Mexico and supplies from northern producing areas. Prices Guatemala

of black beans declined slightly in April as a result of new
supplies from northern producing areas and were down from a
year earlier due to the good 2018 output. 000 sonnes
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cerezl Balance Sheets.
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Selected wholesale prices in Guatemala City
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this W Beans [black)
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the B Maize (white)
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of

its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
g Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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e Planting of main maize crop ongoing under
favourable weather conditions

e Cereal import requirements anticipated to increase
in 2018/19 marketing year

e Prices of maize seasonally increased in April and
higher year on year

Planting of main maize crop ongoing under
favourable weather conditions

Planting of the main 2019 maize crop is ongoing. Based on the
Regional Committee of Hydraulic Resources (CRRH)’s forecast
on probability of rainfall in the May-July period, average and
above-average rainfall is expected in Guatemala. During May,
although the start of rainy season was somewhat erratic, but
generally abundant rainfall was registered across the country,
except in the northern region, where the rainy season normally
starts in early June. Assuming favourable weather conditions,
FAO forecasts a likely increase in production to a slightly above
average level. The forecast also reflects higher maize sowings,
instigated by higher prices.

In 2018, the prolonged dry conditions in the late June-early
August period adversely affected yields of the main maize crops.
The Government estimated that about 300 000 families were
affected by dryness, more than in 2015, when an El Nifio-induced
drought affected production. However, maize production in 2018
was estimated at an average level of 1.86 million tonnes as some
farmers planted maize crop in the second season following
improved rainfall in August and September.

Cereal import requirements anticipated to
increase in 2018/19 marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2018/19 marketing year
(July/June) are anticipated to increase and reach an above-
average level of 1.8 million tonnes, reflecting the low 2018 maize
production and the sustained demand for yellow maize by the
feed industry. Wheat imports are expected to increase, following
a higher demand of wheat-based food products.

Prices of maize seasonally increased in April
and higher year on year

In April, prices of white maize increased slightly in line with
seasonal trends. Prices were 8 percent above their levels a year

Crop Calendar

Mazize & Sorghum
{Mzin)*

Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*
Potatoes

Rice

Wheat

lean period

Sowing .
Growing .

Harvesting

-

(*major foodcrop)

Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

Guatemala

Cereal Production

2013-2017 2018 change
average 2017 estimate  2018/2017
000 tonnes percent
Maize 1842 1917 1860 30
Sorghum 42 41 42 24
Rice (paddy) 38 50 38 -36.2
Others 3 3 3 0.0
Total 1925 2021 1943 33

Note: percentagechangs calculated from unrounded data.

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



earlier, as the seasonal upward pressure was limited by imports

from Mexico and supplies from northern producing areas. Prices Guatemala

of black beans declined slightly in April as a result of new
supplies from northern producing areas and were down from a
year earlier due to the good 2018 output. 000 sonnes
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cerezl Balance Sheets.
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its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
g Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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) Maize & Sorgh o -
increase (Ma,z:). i apas
e Cereal import requirements forecast to decline
during 2016/17 marketing year :‘g:'(z:n%)sf'gh“m . a»e
e Prices of maize and beans followed mixed trends in
April Potatoes o=
) ) Rice [
Cereal prodyctlon in 2017 forecast to Wik PRp——
moderately increase JFMAMI J ASOND
Planting of the main 2017 cereal season is expected to begin by Lean period - T
the end of May. Weather conditions for the planting period are FEWSNET
forecast to be favourable. Initial official production forecasts point Sowing D
to 1 million tonnes, about 3 percent above last year’s level. The Growing D
forecast mainly reflects higher maize sowings, driven by strong Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
domestic demand and robust local prices. However, there is a .
high level of uncertainty around this preliminary forecast as there .
is a moderate probability that an El Nifio event may develop in
the June to August period, affecting yields of first season crops Guatemala
and planting conditions for second season crops, which will begin Cereal production
in late August. Precipitation forecasts made in April point to a 2012-2016 2017 i
moderate probability of rainfall deficits in the northern part of the average 2016  forecast 2317;2016
country during the secondary season. ‘ 000 tonnes. percent
. . . Malze 879 900 926 3
Cereal import requirements forecast to decline Sorghum a2 a2 a1 2
. . Rice (paddy) 33 3 33 6
in 2016/17 marketing year Others 3 3 3 0
Cereal import requirements in the 2016/17 marketing year Total 956 976 1,003 3
(July/June) are forecast to decline sharply from last year’s record Note: percentage change cakculated from unrounded data,
level, reflecting the good 2016 cereal production. The bulk of the | Scirca FMNGIEWS Country Carsal Balance Sheats

decline stems from lower maize imports for the 2016/17
marketing year (September/August). Total cereal imports in
2016/17 are forecast at about 600 000 tonnes, some 40 percent
below last year’s record level and below the five-year average.

Prices of maize and beans followed mixed
trends in April

White maize prices in April were significantly below their year-
earlier levels and remained virtually unchanged month-to-month,
reflecting well-supplied markets from the harvest in March and
continued imports from Mexico. Prices of black beans increased
moderately in April after declining during the two previous
months. The increase is mainly due to the completion of the
harvests in the northern region of Petén.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
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part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

r

Guatemala

Total cereal imports

000 tonnes
2000

1000

Average 201516 2016/17
2011/12-201516 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.

Quetzal per Tonne

Guatemala
Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

-

2000

e

-—/\_,——-———_\_—_

¥ £ 8§ B

o

| BASS TG ERLES NOAE ST B0 PR SR 95450 DS RLESL T
Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr
15 15 15 15 15 16 16 & 16 W% W& 17 17

e Beans (black)
— Maize (white)
Source: Ministenio de Agricultura, Ganadesla y Almentacdn

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



@

of the United Nations

Food and Agriculture Organization

GIEWS Country Brief

Guatemala

Reference Date: 02-December-2016

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Cereal production in 2016 anticipated at bumper
level

e Cereal imports forecast to decline during 2016/17
marketing year

e Prices of maize and beans followed mixed trends in
November

Cereal production in 2016 anticipated at
bumper level

The aggregate 2016 cereal production is forecast by FAO at
close to 2 million tonnes, marginally above last year’s high level
and well above the five-year average. The forecast reflects the
favourable results of the main “de primera” cereal season,
concluded in October, following the dissipation of the El Nifio
event in early June. Prospects for the second season, whose
harvest will conclude towards the end of December, are also
favourable, despite below average rainfall levels during the last
20 days of October. However, prospects for the dry corridor in the
centre of the country remain somewhat uncertain as crops were
affected by dryness in October.

Cereal imports forecast to decline in 2016/17
marketing year

Cereal import requirements in the 2016/17 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast to decline sharply from last year’s record
level, reflecting the positive outlook for 2016 cereal production.
The bulk of the decline stems from lower maize imports for the
2016/17 marketing year (September/August). Total cereal
imports in 2016 are forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes,

28 percent below last year’s record level and below the five-year
average.

Prices of maize and beans followed mixed
trends in November

White maize prices continued their declining trend of the previous
two months in November, following the good first season harvest
and were well below their level from a year earlier. By contrast,
prices of black beans, an important staple food, increased
sharply as seasonal trends were strengthened by the lower-than-
anticipated output due to lower yields for the minor second
season, harvested in October.

-
Guatemala
Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize & Sorghum

e a»a»
Maize & Sorghum
(Second)* [
Potatoes @
Rice a0
Wheat amp s

J FMAMI J ASOND
Lean period - ; .
FEWSNET
Sowing @D
Growing =
Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
\
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Guatemala
Cereal production

2011-2015 2016 change

average 2015  forecast 2016/2015
Malze 1767 1858 1900 2
Sarghum 43 42 a2 0
Rice (paddy) 32 30 3 3
Others 3 3 3 0
Total 1845 1933 1976 2

Mote: percentage change cakcubated from unounded data,

L Saurce: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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2000

1000

Average 2015116 201617
2011/12-201516 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

Guatemala

Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

Quetzal per Tonne
2000

-

3 883 B

o

. FANR SFE0N TSRPS0 PR DR XY) SO0 PRI BOJF TR L B0 DOOJSE HRLA |
Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov lan Mar May Jul Sep Nov
14 15 15 15 15 15 15 16 16 6 W& 16 16

e Beans (black)
— Maize (white)
Source: Ministenio de Agricultura, Ganadesla y Almentacdn

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



f
Guatemala - Mean Vegetation Health Index (VHI)

from start of season 2 to Dekad 2 November 2016

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



\\v/ Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

GIEWS Country Brief

Guatemala
Reference Date: 07-October-2016 [ i
Guatemala
e Cereal production in 2016 anticipated to recover
Maize & Sorgh ,
from last year’s drought-reduced level (Ma,z:). SN aapay
e Cereal imports forecast to decline during 2016/17
marketing year, but remain above average gz’(z:n%)sf'gh“m a»pe
e Prices of maize and beans stable in September
Potatoes @
Cereal production in 2016 anticipated at Rice [ T
bumper level Wheat prenp—
The harvest of the main 2016 “de primera” cereal season is well I FMAMIJASOND
advanced, although somewhat later than normal because of the Lean period - PR—
. ; FEWSNET
late plantings. Output prospects are good reflecting generally
satisfactory precipitation for crop growth following the dissipation Sowing @D
of the EI Nifio event in early June. Planting of the second cereal Growing D
season crops is virtually concluded and was carried out under Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
normal weather conditions. Assuming normal weather conditions . /
throughout the second growing season, latest forecasts point to a - N
record aggregate (first and second) 2016 cereal output, mainly
reflecting better yields for maize, as area sown is anticipated to Guatemala
remain near recent high levels. Tptal cereal production in 2016 is Cereal production
forecast to reach close to 1.9 million tonnes. 20113615 2016 R
average 2015  forecast 2016/2015
Cereal imports forecast to decline in 2016/17 I 000 tonnes. percent
marketing year Malze 1767 1858 1900 2
. . . Sorghum 43 a2 42 0
Cereal imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) are Rice (paddy) 32 30 3 3
forecast to decline sharply from last year’s record level, reflecting Others 3 3 3 o
the positive outlook for 2016 cereal production. The bulk of the Total 1845 1933 197 2
decline stems from lower maize imports for the 2016/17 Note: percentage change cakculated from unrounded data,
marketing year (September/August). Total cereal imports in 2016 | Scirca FMNGIEWS Country Carsal Balance Sheats )

are forecast at 1.6 million tonnes, an almost 8 percent reduction
from last year. However, at this level, imports remain high and
well above the country’s five-year average, reflecting the strong
demand from the feed sector.

Prices of maize and beans stable in September

White maize prices declined moderately in September with the
beginning of the harvest, reflecting harvest delays and remained
relatively below last year’s level.

Black bean prices, an important staple food, remained stable in
September and moderately above their levels for the same month
last year as harvest delays and reduced imports from Mexico
impacted supplies in the market.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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000 tonnes
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1000

Average 2015116 201617
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Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Reference Date: 22-June-2016

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Cereal production in 2016 anticipated to recover
from last year’s drought-reduced level

e Cereal imports forecast to decline during 2016/17
marketing year, but remain above average

e Prices of maize and beans stable in May

Cereal production in 2016 anticipated to
recover from last year’s drought-reduced level

Planting of the main 2016 “de primera” season, mostly maize and
rice, is underway, although somewhat later than normal. With
rainfall levels below average in May, most likely still an impact of
the recent strong El Nifio event, which is now dissipating, the
Government encouraged farmers to delay plantings until the
beginning of June. Generally improved rainfall in the first dekad
of June favoured planting activity. Preliminary information points
to a normal level of sowings should favourable conditions
continue.

Official forecasts, assuming a return to generally normal weather
conditions throughout the growing season, point to a strong
recovery in cereal production in 2016 compared to last year’'s
drought-reduced level, resting entirely on an expected increase in
maize production. Total cereal production in 2016 is forecast to
reach close to 1.8 million tonnes.

Cereal imports forecast to decline in 2016/17
marketing year

Cereal imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) are
forecast to decline sharply from last year’s record level, reflecting
the positive outlook for 2016 cereal production. The bulk of the
decline stems from lower maize imports for the 2016/17
marketing year (September/August). Total cereal imports in 2016
are forecast at 1.6 million tonnes, an almost 8 percent reduction
from last year. However, at this level, imports remain high and
well above the country’s five-year average, reflecting the strong
demand from the feed sector.

Prices of maize and beans stable in May

Wholesale white maize prices remained relatively unchanged and
moderately above their levels in May last year reflecting seasonal
trends. A continued flow of imports and good prospects for the

main “de primera” season have prevented strong price increases.

.
Guatemala

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize & Sorghum
{Mainy*

Maize & Sorghum
(Second)*

Potatoes

Rice

Wheat

Lean period -
FEWSNET

Sowing T=D
Growing D

Harvesting
\

JFMAMI J AS

|

Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
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Guatemala

Cereal production

2011-2015
average 2015

2016

change

forecast 2016/2015

Maize 1674 1472
Sorghum 43 42

Rice (paddy) 32 30
Others 3 3

1700
42
30

3

15
o
o
o

Total 1751 1547

1775

15

Mate: percentage change cakulated from unounded data,

LSouta‘: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Prices of black beans remained unchanged in May, but were

16 percent up on a year earlier. Seasonal trends were
strengthened as the flow of imports into the market, primarily
from Mexico, have been less than last year and carryover stocks
from 2015 have been lower than anticipated.
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Guatemala

Total cereal imports

000 tonnes
2000

1000

Average 201516 2016/17
2011/12-201516 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.
Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Guatemala - Agricultural Stress Index (ASI)1
from start of season 1 to dekad 1, June 2016

ASLOA)
B <10
B 10-25
- 25-40
L a0-55
B 55-70
B 70-85
| ERE-H
TASI measures the percent of
cropland affected by drought per = ::z‘:""
GAUL 2 reglon. The index cakculation R o season
i based on METOP-AVHRR data, B nocrop land

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



GIEWS Country Brief gﬁfﬁ’q

Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 30-December-2015 Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Cfop calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)
e Cereal production in 2015 forecast below last year’s high Maize & Sor
ghum
level _ . _ | (Maln)* aa
e Cereal imports forecast to increase during 2015/16 _
marketing year :‘22‘:;8&)5.0’9““"‘ ap
® Prices of maize and beans declined in November
Potatoes @
Cereal production in 2015 forecast below last year’'s | rice oS
high level Wheat a
Cereal production in 2015 is forecast at almost 1.8 million tonnes, JFMAMI J AS OND
) jod -
5 percent lower than last year’s record level and about average. t;:«;‘s‘r’:sr;o Pr—

Prolonged and severe dry weather associated with the prevailing strong
El Nifio event, during the “de primera” season (May/September) reduced Soving D
yields in the dry corridor of the country, which represents some 4 percent | Growing @D

of total production. However, in the major producing northern department Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
of Peten, where planting of the second season maize crop recently -
concluded, a recovery in rains since November allowed sowings to . N
proceed almost as normal. Production of rice, harvested in September
and October is estimated to have recovered from 2014’s reduced level Guatemala
mainly due to increased yields, as the availability of adequate water Cereal production
reserves for irrigation permitted a normal development of the crop. The 2016-2014 2015 R
current cereal production forecast might be revised upwards pending the average 2014 forecast 2015/2014
outcome of the second season maize harvest to begin in February. 000 tonnes percent
Maize 1709 1789 1700 -5

Cereal imports forecast to increase during 2015/16 | sorghum aa 2 @ 0

. Rice (paddy) 31 29 32 10
marketing year Others 3 3 3 0
Cereal imports for the 2015/16 marketing year are forecast to increase | Total 1786 1863 1777 -5
from the previous year by almost 5 percent. This mainly reflects the Nate: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,

projected growth in maize imports, expected to reach 900 000 tonnes, to | Sourcs: FAGGIEWS Country Coreal Balance Shests i
satisfy the sustained demand from the animal feed industry and to

compensate for the drought-reduced first season harvest. By contrast, r \
purchases of wheat, the country’s second most important cereal import, Guatemala
are anticipated to remain virtually unchanged from last year’s level at
585 000 tonnes. Total cereal imports
000 tonnes

Prices of maize and beans declined in November i
Wholesale prices of white maize continued to generally decrease in 1491 1556
November and were lower than at the same time last year reflecting 128

adequate availabilities. Improved prospects for the second season maize

crop, to be harvested from February, added to the downward pressure. 1000

Black bean prices, the variety mostly produced and consumed, declined
in November reflecting this year’s good harvest, but were only slightly
below their year-earlier values. 0

Average 201415 201516
2010/11-201415 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o melled terms. Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketing years.
Source: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 30-December-2015 Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Cfop calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)
e Cereal production in 2015 forecast below last year’s high ;
Maize & Sorgh
evel Eroa R
e Cereal imports forecast to increase during 2015/16 s
; aize & Sorghum
mgrketlng ye.ar . n (Second)* -
e Prices of maize and beans declined in November
Potatoes @
Cereal production in 2015 forecast below last year’s | g -
hlgh level Wheat aEy 40
Cereal production in 2015 is forecast at almost 1.8 million tonnes, J FMAMI J ASOND
5 percent lower than last year’s record level and about average. Lean period -
Prolonged and severe dry weather associated with the prevailing strong FEWSNET
EI Niﬁq event, during the “de primera” season (May/September) reduced Soving @GN
yields in the dry corridor of the country, which represents some 4 percent | Gowing @R
of total production. However, in the major producing northern department | yapesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET

of Peten, where planting of the second season maize crop recently -
concluded, a recovery in rains since November allowed sowings to
proceed almost as normal. Production of rice, harvested in September
and October is estimated to have recovered from 2014’s reduced level Guatemala
mainly due to increased yields, as the availability of adequate water
reserves for irrigation permitted a normal development of the crop. The
current cereal production forecast might be revised upwards pending the

r By

Cereal production

2010-2014 2015 change
average 2014 forecast 2015/2014

outcome of the second season maize harvest to begin in February. 000 tonnes percent
Cereal imports forecast to increase during 2015/16 , Qﬁ-Zﬁum | e g 5
marketing year e ! AN - o
Cereal imports for the 2015/16 marketing year are forecast to increase | Total 1786 1863 1777 5
from the previous year by almost 5 percent. This mainly reflects the Vi oo ik calculatad borsoyminden et
projected growth in maize imports, expected to reach 900 000 tonnes, t0 | source: FAG/GIEWS Coartry Cereal Balance Shests ,
satisfy the sustained demand from the animal feed industry and to N -
compensate for the drought-reduced first season harvest. By contrast, p ~
purchases of wheat, the country’s second most important cereal import,
o - ; Guatemala
are anticipated to remain virtually unchanged from last year’s level at
585 000 tonnes. Total cereal imports
000 tonnes
Prices of maize and beans declined in November g
Wholesale prices of white maize continued to generally decrease in 1491 1556
November and were lower than at the same time last year reflecting 1374
adequate availabilities. Improved prospects for the second season maize
crop, to be harvested from February, added to the downward pressure. 1000
Black bean prices, the variety mostly produced and consumed, declined
in November reflecting this year’s good harvest, but were only slightly
below their year-earlier values. :
Average 201415 201516
2010/11-201415 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o melled terms. Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketing years.
Source: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 16-April-2015 ( A
pri Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT g CfOp Ca'endar (?n')ajOf fOOdCfOp)
e Planting prospects uncertain due to El Nifio conditions Maize & Sorah
e Estimates for 2014 cereal production point to slight : |,;‘,|Z:). oram -
increase in output ,
e Cereal imports to firm up in 2014/15 Majze & Sorghan as
. . . . (Second)*
e Prices of maize and beans decline in March
Potatoes e
Planting prospects uncertain due to El Nifio | Rice o
conditions Whiait [
Planting of the 2015 main season cereal and beans crops is scheduled to J FMAMIJ J ASOND
start from late May. During March through early April 2015, the threshold Lean period -
conditions for a weak EI Nifio (ENSO) event had been reached. The FEWSNET
consensus of ENSO prediction models indicate that these conditions, Soving @D
which are associated with dry weather and high temperatures in the | Growing CHED
Central American region, could continue and strengthen toward mid- Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
2015. .
Remote sensing data for Guatemala indicate lower-than-average rainfall [ )
levels during the first dekad of April, particularly in Alta Verapaz the Guatemala
second most important agricultural region, which could result in lower soil Crop Area Rainfall - Alta Verapaz
moisture for the upcoming planting season in late May, delaying or e RN
reducing sowings. : !
Estimates for 2014 cereal production indicate slight '
increase in output i
Cereal production for 2014 has been preliminarily estimated at 1.9 million !~
tonnes for 2014, or 3 percent above last year’s high level. Drought H
conditions during the main first season (May/September) severely
reduced yields or caused total crop losses in the Dry Corridor, located in " tl l
the Departments of El Progreso, Jalapa, Zacapa, Chiquimula, Jutiapa R s
and Baja Verapaz, preventing production gains despite increased EREEERRRRRE R RARARASSS PYriiaiiiiii
plantings. However, optimal weather conditions in the northern region of L
Petén during the third maize season (December/March) compensated for
these earlier losses at a national level, although production was sharply ( 3

reduced at local level. Guatemala
Final estimates of the population affected by the extended drought period Cereal production
during the de primera season stand at 268 000 families. Crop losses 20‘?9-2013 o f°2°‘4sl 23:\:?2%9'3
among the affected population were officially estimated to have reached auerage reel

86 000 tonnes for maize and 30 000 tonnes for beans. ‘ St PR
| Malze 1715 1820 1873 3
. . . | Sorghum 45 a2 42 0
Cereal imports to firm up in 2014/15 Rice (paddy) 29 2 29 9
Cereal imports for the 2014/15 marketing year (July/June) are forecastto | < 2 2 - 2
increase from the previous year by almost 6 percent and reach a record | Tetal 1792 | a%) 94 2
level. This mainly reflects the projected growth in maize imports, | ﬂ}mrufe‘-cf_rgtfqefwswcfkubtclzﬁlw ur‘g;;-:*deddm.
expected at 830 000 tonnes, to satisfy the sustained demand from the ookt v e J

animal feed industry and to compensate for the drought-reduced 2014
output. By contrast, wheat imports are anticipated to decrease slightly
from last year’s level.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Prices of maize and beans declined in March

Maize prices in March eased somewhat with supplies from the ongoing
harvest in the Peten region, and were close to their year-earlier levels.
Substantial maize imports from Mexico have helped to keep prices
relatively stable. Similarly, prices of black beans also declined with the
recent harvest and remained relatively unchanged from a year earlier
reflecting the ample supplies in the market.
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Total cereal imports

000 tonnes
2000

1491

1407

Average 201314 2014115
2009/10-2013/14 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o1 mulled terma. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.
Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

.

g ™

Guatemala
Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

Quetzal per Tonne
12000

1000

A
_/\/\__/"\

N e

i 8 8 8

0

| BASe TG ERLES NGRS B0 PRE SOAR 95450 DS LESL T
Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr
13 13 13 13 13 14 14 14 14 14 4 15 15
e Beans (black)
— Maize (white)

Source: Ministenio de Agricultura, Ganadesla y Alimentacdn

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



GIEWS Country Brief gﬁfﬁ@
Guatemala GIEWS

Reference Date: 07-March-2014 Guatemala

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e Estimates for the 2013 maize and bean crops indicate an Maize & Sorghum a
increase in production | (Main}*
Cereal imports forecast to remain close to last year’s level Maize & Sorghum ape
Prices of maize and beans remain low, despite a seasonal (Second)*
increase in January in maize prices Potatoes ®
Estimates for the 2013 maize and bean crops e T
. . . . . Wheat aEmy @0
indicate an increase in production JEMAMJ JASOND
The third maize season “de apante” is well advanced particularly in the ;*E’;"‘S';“E'?d' [ —
main producing department of Peten in the north. Similar to the first and
second seasons, production is considered to be good due to favourable | Sewing — GHED
weather conditions during all of the cropping seasons. Preliminary Growing (D .
official estimates indicate an aggregate 2013 maize production of [ o Y o
1.7 million tonnes, up 2 percent from last year’s good harvest and
record. The increase in production reflects both higher yields and ( b
plantings. Guatemala
Cereal production
The harvest of the third season bean crop - “de apante” - has begun. 2006-3012 2013 R
Following adequate weather conditions during the season, the outlook average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
is positive. The previous 2013/14 cropping seasons (“primera” and 000 tonnes percent
“postrera”) benefited also from favourable weather. Preliminary official Maize 1650 1690 1732 2
estimates put the aggregate 2013 bean crop at 225 000 tonnes, up | Sorghum 42 42 42 9
Rice (paddy) 27 30 30 0
3 percent from last year’s good harvest and almost 9 percent from the Others 9 9 9 0
average. The increase in production is mainly due to yield gains as Total 1728 | 171 1813 5
area planted remained fairly close to the previous year’s level. ok prcntgecang ko oo
Source: FMVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
Cereal imports to firm up in 2013/14 ) §
Cereal imports for the 2013/14 marketing year (July/June) are Guatemala
tentatively forecast to increase from the previous year by about
3 percent. This mainly reflects the projected 5 percent growth in maize Total cereal imports
imports, which are expected to reach 704 000 tonnes, to satisfy the ;’?'.géon"es
sustained demand from the animal feed industry. Wheat imports are
anticipated to remain around last year’s levels.
1256 1300 LEED
Prices of maize and beans remain low o
Wholesale prices of white maize stabilized in February as the harvest
from the third “de apante” season from the main producing department
of Peten started to reach the market. Prices remained almost 8 percent
below a year earlier, reflecting the ample supplies in the market. 6
Average 201213 201314
2008/09-201213 forecast

Reflecting this year’s good black bean harvest prices that had been in a
declining in the past months strengthened by 3 percent in February. An | nates:Total coreal includes nice i milled terms. Split year refors to indridual crop
marketing years.

anticipated reduction in the subregional bean output provided PriCe | ¢ raortiews country Coreal Balsnce Shoets
support to local markets. -
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Reference Date: 24-October-2013 Guatemala

‘ | *major food.
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e 2013 maize production expected around last year’s Maize & Sorghum as
good level | (Main}*
e Cereal imports in 2013/14 marketing year forecast to Maize & Sorghum
increase from 2012/13 (Second)* as
e Maize and bean prices continue to decline in October | Potatoes @z
. . Rice a0
2013 maize production expected around last
, Wheat aEy @0
year’s good level JFEMAMI JASOND
Planting of the secondary 2013 “de postrera” season maize 'F-Ex'sm'?d' [ —
was completed in September under good weather conditions.
Prospects for the harvest, which will begin in November, Sowing  GHED
remain favourable. Harvesting of the 2013 main season ‘de Growing (D
primera’ maize, which represents almost 6 percent of total [ N Yl cone
production, gathered until September was estimated slightly up
from last year’s level reflecting optimal weather conditions that [ b
benefited crops in the main producing areas of Peten, Alta Guatemala
Verapaz and Juti_apa. Overall, maizg production for 2013 is Cereal production
fore_cast at 1.7 million tonnes, marginally up from last year and 6685615 2003 R
its five-year average level. average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
000 tonnes percent
Cereal imports forecast to increase in the jus i 1
2013/14 marketing year ' Rie (padd) 7 30 0 0
| Others 9 9 9 [
Cereal imports for the 2013/14 marketing year (July/June) are e == S =
tentatively forecast to increase from the previous year by about | T
3 percent. This mainly reflects the projected growth in maize | Source FAOIGIEWS Courdry orea Balance Shests.
imports which are expected to reach 714 000 tonnes, ) g
6 percent above the previous year, mainly to satisfy the r Y
sustained demand from the animal feed industry. Wheat Guatemala

imports are anticipated to remain firm at last year’s levels. ;
Total cereal imports

. . . . . 000 tonnes
Maize and bean prices continue to decline in | 2000
October
Wholesale prices of maize further declined in October and 1256 1300 1344
were about 11 percent below their levels in the previous
month, reflecting high stocks on the market from the recently i
harvested 2013 main, but relatively unchanged from October
2012.
Black bean prices also showed a declining trend in October g Average Aga%H 2013714
with the arrival into markets of the new harvest and were about 2008/09-2012/13 forecast
23 percent beIOW their IeVeIS in OCtOber 2012 fOIIOWing Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms, Split year refers to indnadual croy
successive bumper harvests in 2012 and 2013. | marketingyears. < Shia i

| Source: FAOIGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
A
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 31-May-2013 Guatemala

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

e 2013 main cereal season started under favourable Maize & Sorghum
rainfall conditions | (Main)* ? -

e Coffee leaf rust affects farmers’ incomes Malze & Sorghum !
Cereal imports to increase slightly in 2012/13 (Second)* -e
(Ju!y/‘Jun_e) . . Potatoes [

e Maize prices seasonally increasing

Rice [
Favourable rainfall conditions for the 2013 Wheat a0
. J FMAMI J ASOND
main cereal season Lean period -
Sowing of the 2013 main maize crop season has been e
completed under favourable rainfall conditions. Assuming Soving D
normal weather during the remaining of the season and Growing D
average yields, early forecasts point to a 2013 aggregate [ Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
maize production of 1.7 million tonnes of maize, similar to the
level reached in 2012. However, current forecasts may not E
materialize as a result of the coffee leaf rust crisis, which has Guatemala
reduced farmers’ incomes anq their capacity to purchase _ Cereal production
inputs for the new season, which may have caused reductions i a0 (R
in the area planted. average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
7000tonnes percent
Official estimates put the 2012 aggregate cereal production Maks 1650 | 1890 1700 ]
(maize and other secondary cereals) at close to 1.8 million | Sorghum a2 a2 a2 0
tonnes, slightly above the previous year’s level. The increase e lraoehl « o S 2
mainly reflects higher maize plantings. - T 9 e =
MNote: percentage change cakculated from unrounded data,
Coffee leaf rust affects farmers’ incomes | Sctree: FAOYGIEWS Courtry Ceree Baance Shests )
During the 2012/13 (August/April) coffee season, )
approximately 70 percent of the total coffee production area— G I
mainly in the Guatemala, Santa Rosa, San Marcos and Solola uatemala
departments—were severely affected by coffee leaf rust. Total cereal imports
Official estimates indicate a 10 percent decrease in harvest, 000 tonnes
placing it at 161 000 tonnes. Forecasts for the 2013/14 season | **®
point to even greater losses as a result of the number of
plantations which will need to be eliminated in order to control oo 1338 1380
the spread of the leaf rust.
1000
The coffee sector represents one of the major sources of
employment in rural areas and of income for small farmers.
Official forecasts project a loss of up to 15 percent in
employment. In order to reduce the impact of reduced incomes 0
on food security, the Government will launch in July temporary UL O s
community based employment programmes. At the same time,
the Ministry of Agriculture is distributing fungicides and omlsindoei s el e il s p b
providing training on crop management practices so that Source: FAIGIEWS Country Cereal Balarice Sheets

farmers can better protect the 2013-14 production.

Cereal imports increase slightly

Based on official estimates until March 2013, imports of wheat,
which is only marginally produced in the country, are forecast
at 540 000 tonnes in 2012/13 marketing year (July/June),
some 5 percent up on the previous year. Maize imports are

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



also forecast to increase, reflecting the growing demand from
the feed industry.

Maize prices seasonally increasing

In May, average wholesale prices for white maize seasonally
increased by almost 7 percent from the previous month.
However, they remained lower than their levels of a year
earlier, following the good production of 2012. It is expected
that the upward pressure on white maize prices will continue
until the next harvest from August. Black beans and rice prices
either remained stable or marginally decreased in the past few
months.

~

Guatemala
Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

| Quetzal per Tonne
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GIEWS Country Brief

Guatemala
Reference Date: 06-July-2012 Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e Early prospects for the 2012 main season cereal Maize & Sorghum
crops are favourable | (Mainy* ? -
e Bean prices seasonally increasing Ml & Sorahe
(Second)* » o
Early prospects for the 2012 main season | Potatoes ®
cereal crops are favourable Rice Pre—
Planting of the 2012 main "de primera" season cereal crops Wheat amp
(mainly maize), for which harvesting will begin in August, was JFMAMI J ASOND
completed in May. In June, rains were regular and benefited Lean period -
crop development in the main producing areas of the country. FEWSNET
In northern Guatemala, heavy rains since mid-May have Soving @D
increased river levels and led to flooding concerns in the | Growing D
Petén, Alta Verapaz, and Izabal departments. The National Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED) is coordinating
assistance to the affected population. However, weather ( 3
forecasts indicate that rainfall in July may be scarce during the Guatemala
“canicula” period (July 10-20), and that may affect the "de C A
. N . . ereal production
primera" season crops. The main season cereal output will v ,
thus depend on weather conditions in the coming weeks. 223;':;;’ 2011 fofgc':ﬂ 23?;?2%?,
Assuming normal weather conditions, early forecast point to a 000 tonnes percent
2012 maize aggregate production (“de primera”, “de postrera” PR ] T ——— 3
and “de apante” crops) of 1 690 000 tonnes, 6 percent above | sorghum a2 a0 a2 5
the average of the last five years and record. Rice (paddy) & <5 42 o
Others 9 9 9 0
. . . | Total 1679 1745 1767 1
Cereal import requirements in 2012/13 e e i KA
(July/June) to remain close to average Neikitssiriniatriadbint ootz J
Cereal import requirement for 2012/13 marketing year - .
(July/June) are forecast at 1.2 million tonnes, close to the Guatemala
average of the past five years. Despite the good production A
levels in the past few years, the relatively high level of imports Total cereal imports
reflects the sustained demand for yellow maize by the agro- , ;’?'.830""95
industrial sector.
Bean prices seasonally increasing - 1218 oo
Black bean prices in July 2012 seasonally increased for the 1000
second consecutive month and were 9 percent higher than in
April 2012. Despite the recent increase, prices in June
remained only 3 percent higher than their levels at the same
time a year ago. &
Average 201112 2012113
Maize prices increased slightly in June but were 34 percent i e ol o
below their levels in June 2011. Prices are at low levels as a Nates: Total cereal includes nice 1 mlled terms. Split year refers to indnidual crop
result of the sharp decrease in the second half of 2011 | E RIS rery Cine Ekemca i mety
following the 2011 "de primera” season harvest and imports h

from Mexico.
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 28-February-2012 ‘Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e 2011 maize production satisfactory Maize & Sorghum
e Maize and bean prices down | (Mainy* -
Maize & Sorghum -
. . . (Second)*
Above average maize production in 2011 i
despite October flooding o (D
Harvesting activities of the 2011 second "de postrera" season e G
— the country’s main bean crop — has just ended. The Wheat aEy @

season was hampered by torrential rainfall associated with 1 FMAMIIKASOND

tropical depression 12-E in mid-October. The resulting floods 'F"E’:;‘S';"E'?d' —i
and landslides caused localized crop losses, particularly in :
southern coastal areas, in the south of Petén province and | Sowing -
parts of the Altiplano. Production losses are provisionally :;‘:‘v:::n - OO
estimated at 37 000 tonnes of maize, and a further 1 500 L : R :
tonnes of beans — a crop that is highly sensitive to excess
water and high humidity. Crop damage is not significant ( )
nationally, however, and annual maize production (first and Guatemala
second seasons) is set to be above the average of the last five Cereal production
years — thanks to generally adequate rainfall and higher 2006-2010 2011 | change
yields obtained in the main "de primera” season, for which average 2010 _estimate 2011/2010
harvesting began in August. ‘ BT S
Maize 1503 1620 1650 2
. . . . | Sorgl a4 39 40 3
Cereal import requirements to decline in Rice (paddy) » w1 a
201112 (J u Iy/J u ne) ‘ (T):Ts 1 sa: !69: 1 72: :
| a
Cereal import requirement for 2011/12 marketing year | oicoscamsnin chicca colotebad B rsioaiitan s,
(July/June) are forecast at 1.2 million tonnes or 5 percent ;\S«uuuezm:méws~:miuwmmu Balance Sheets )
below last year’s level as a result of the higher output
estimated in 2011. ( Y
Guatemala
Bean prices fall in January, while maize | Total cereal imports
prices slightly increase 000 et
Maize and bean prices in Guatemala City retreated from their
July 2011 peaks as the 2011 "de primera” harvest came in
from August onwards, before stabilizing at relatively low levels 1190 1283 1198
in January 2012. Sies
Maize prices hit record levels in July 2011, and fell from
August onwards as a result of the 2011 "de primera” season
harvest, which is the main maize crop. However, in January
2012 they were 8 percent above their December level owing to e Average 201011 2011112
a seasonal year-end surge in demand. 2006/07-2010/11 forecast
MNotes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terma, Split year refers to indnadual croy
Black bean prices in January 2012 were 2 percent down | ¢|a.x7(_.}v3'1§~y:é~. e Pl it e '
compared to December 2011 and about 13 percent lower than |7 e cat e fames e )

a year earlier, as a result of the harvest in the eastern and
northern regions and parts of the south, and imports from
Mexico and Nicaragua.
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Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 11-November-2011 rGuatemaIa y

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT | Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

e Torrential rains in October caused loss of human Maize & Sorghum

lives and damages to infrastructure and crops | (Main)* -
e Maize production in 2011 is forecast to be ;
satisfa(F:)tory xiz:neé]s.orghum -

e Maize prices fall [ Potatoes P
2011 maize production set to be above e [ —
average, despite the October flooding et R o o LR
Harvesting activities of the 2011 second "postrera" season — Lean period - ’ .
the country’s main bean crop — is currently ongoing. The |
season was hampered by torrential rains caused by tropical | Z‘:;‘v’:ﬁg :
depression 12-E in mid-October. The resultant flooding and Hacwiating Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
mudslides caused 39 deaths, serious damages to the road -
network and other infrastructures, and localized crop losses, r N
particularly in southern coastal areas, in the south of Petén Guatemala
province and parts of the altiplano. Production losses are | Cereal production
provisionally estimated at 37 000 tonnes of maize, and a 20062010 201 [change
further 1 500 tonnes of beans — a crop that is highly sensitive | average | 2010 forecast RAULILAN
to excess water and high humidity. Crop damage is not ‘ St P
significant nationally, however, and annual maize production | {2 e || TaE e .
(first and second seasons) is expected to be satisfactory, and : 2‘,‘: ;266413'3 23 12 2: ;
above the average of the last five years — as a result of e P EEm—— 2
generally adequate rainfall and higher yields obtained in the T ET—————
main "de primera" season. :\Souvu‘:fM.?.‘GIEWSCNI‘(r,’Lc!NI Balance Sheets J

. . . . B B,

Mfeuze prices drop but bean prices rise Eustenia
sl 19 htly Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

Maize prices in October were 14 percent below their | Quetzal per kg
September levels. Despite a sharp hike in mid-October, when 2
marketing activities were interrupted by the torrential rainfall, ]
market supply was subsequently normalized and prices fell ‘ : ~

back quickly. This reflected the good level of market supply | P

following the "de primera" crop, which had been harvested E ae——
before the tropical depression swept through the country. The P

price of maize in October 2011 was 39 percent above its level .
a year earlier.

Bean prices rose slightly in October, compared to their S R R S O S R R
September level, and were about the same as in October % B PR A g a0 85 ) S
2010. - Maize (white)

— Beans (black)
In October general inflation was negative (-0.04 percent), for e e it ettty
the Second Consecutive month. ¥ Source: Minesteno de Agriculturs, Ganadesia y Almentacan )

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



GIEWS Country Brief

Guatemala
. r R
Reference Date: 30-May-2011 'Guatemala
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT | Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e Favourable rains benefited sowing of 2011 main Maize & Sorghum a
season crops after the weakening of La Nifia | (Mainj*
e 2010 maize production was satisfactory Maize & Sorghum pr—
e Maize prices high (Second)*
Potatoes [
Favourable rains benefited sowing of 2011 | Rice -
main season crops | Wheat | | CEDGEDeES |
J MAMI J S O
Sowing of the main cereal crops of 2011 has begun. After the Lean period-
weakening of the La Nifia phenomenon, from February to | FEWSNET pr—
April, a return to normal conditions is forecast for the next few | Sowing  GEED
months. Seasonal rainfall in May, which in several regions | Growing D
began in April, maintained sufficient humidity conditions in the Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
soil and favoured sowing operations. However, the crops and -
yield for this season could be affected by the increased price B N
of fertilizers that on average have_risen by 26 percent s!nce_ Guatemala
Iast_ year. The government is helpln_g_ producers by dl_s_trlbutlng | Cereal production
fertilizers across the country, benefiting 650 000 families. T son R
average 2010 forecast 2OI‘II§)EIO
2010 maize production was satisfactory but | S ionees pescerk
bean production decreased | ooy .| T e p:
Maize production in 2010 remained at the same favourable | e eey) 4 o = 2
level as last year. The loss of white maize crops due to | Totat PP R—— =
excessive rainfall, after the passage of tropical storms, was | s i s sasiinica A,
compensated by an increase in the sown area. However, | Source: FAOGIEWS Courery Cerenl falance Sheets )
substantial losses of bean crops, which are more sensitive to
excessive humidity, were recorded. @ h
Guatemala
Maize P rices hi g h Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

| Quetzal perkg

Prices of maize, the main food product, remained stable over I

the last two months after falling from the record levels reached
in March 2011. However, prices in May were still 45 percent —/\/\——-\
above the level of last year. High prices of maize reflect 8 e
increased prices in the international markets as the country
imports substantial amounts of yellow maize for the feed

industry. w—

In May, prices of beans, another basic product of the national :
. . | SCL? R BEECCN RSO DTSR NS TALERS 0N JRELRTR PR AFR PIRIEY KON 5] |
diet, were close to the levels of last year after the decrease in May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May

. P 0 C 4 (]
recent months due to the harvest in Petén. i i o e B o e LI )

— Rice (second quality)
— Maize (white)
— Beans (black)

Source: Minesteno de Agriculturg, Ganadesia y Almmentacdn
“ J
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Guatemala GIEWS

Reference Date: 9-March-2011 ’ Guatemala

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
e Cereals and beans of the 2010 second ("postrera") season | Malze & Sorghum
have been harvested. Bean production was affected by ()
excessive rainfall Maize & Sorghum
: : (Second)* a»
e The damage to maize and bean crops caused by excessive
rainfall in 2010 led to increased prices in local markets | Potatoes ®
e |tis likely that the sowing of crops in the first season of 2011, Rice ams
which will take place in April/May, will continue to be affected by Whisdi
the La Nifia phenomenon JEM A-M ij A SO N O
Lean period -
. . . . [ —
La Nifia will continue to affect the sowing of the 2011 | Fewsner
. Sowing =)
first season crops | Growing @D
The main crops of the second season of 2010 have been harvested and Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET

-

minimal agricultural activities take place in March. It is predicted that the
sowing of crops in the first season of 2011, which will begin in April/May, r

will continue to be affected by the La Nifia phenomenon. Although the Guatemala
phenomenon has started to ease off, above average and irregular rainfall

: . . . Cereal production
is forecast for the months in which the first season’'s crops are sown. P

2005-2009 2010 change
average 2009 forecast _2010/2009

Maize production was satisfactory in 2010 but there 000 tonnes percent
were substantial losses of bean crops | St V| e e 3
In general, maize production benefited from excessive rainfall during the Sela f; fc‘, - B
2010 first and second season. A slight increase is estimated compared to = == e -
average production over the last five years. However, significant losses e e e
were recorded for beans crop, which in turn affected local market prices. Source: FAQVGEWS Cotiny Caraa Balance Sheots

Import of cereals remains at around the same level

as last year Quatemzia
. . . . . . Total cereal imports
It is estimated that almost 1.5 million tonnes of cereals will be imported in B s
the 2010/11 marketing year (August/July) which is close to the level of 2000
2009/10, but 7 percent higher than the average of the last five years.
1393 1435 1488
Increase in prices of white maize and decrease in
prices of black beans i
Prices of white maize in March 2011 were 50 percent higher compared
with the levels in November 2010, before the upward trend began.
However, prices of black beans, which rose significantly from October 5
2010 to January 2011, have fallen in the last two months and in March 2005/06-2009/10 2009/10 §°'°'”
were at a similar level to price one year earlier. The price of rice remains e
rela‘“vely Stable |n Iocal markets N:‘(;S:T‘o!alccrcul includes rice in milled terms. Split yoar refers to indradual crop
mar '.'Hl‘f:l‘p:\il).

Source: FAQ/GEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Selected wholesale food prices in Guatemala City

Quetzal per kg
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e Rice (second quality)

— Maize (white)
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Source: Ministerio de Agriculturs, Ganaderls y Almentacion
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Reference Date: 15-November-2010 ‘Guatemala

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
e The dry weather since the end of Septemb_er is affecting 2010 ‘ K‘ﬂf.’f& Sorghum a
second season beans and cereals production X
e |tis estimated that 335 000 people are suffering from food Maize & Sorghum -
3 8 (Second)* aa
insecurity as a result of adverse natural events
e Bean prices have been rising in recent months Potatoes ®
Rice -a
Uncertain outlook for 2010 “de postrera” beans and Whest -
cereals J FMAMIJ J ASOND
Le. jod -
Harvesting of the 2010 “de postrera” second season crops will is about to FJ«')S'L"S" Pr—

start, but the outlook is uncertain. The “de postrera” crop season is the Sowing D

principal one for bean production, which has declined as a result of losses | Gowing @

in the “de primera” season. Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
Sowing began in August with generally adequate rainfall, but heavy rains r

in September followed by water deficits in October badly affected the Guatemala

crops, and yields are expected to be lower. The zones most seriously

affected by the dry weather are in the Departments of I1zabal, Alta Carel production

Verapaz, Petén, Zacapa, Chiquimula and Jutiapa. Mvecs | 2000 forecas [N
Boomnnes percent
2010 first season nationwide maize harvest should Maize 156 1250 1250 0
. . . | Sorghum 49 50 50 0
be satisfactory but bean production is down Rice (paddy) 2 n o8 -0
Other 10 10 9 -10
Severe local crop losses were caused by the heavy rainstorms during the T;;l - = e -

“de primera” season from April to August as a result of a number of

. . . Note:percentage change calculated from unrounded data
tropical storms compounded by ash from the Pacaya volcanic eruption. At | sourceFAo/GEWs Country Cereal Balance Sheets
the national level, losses of maize, the main “de primera” season crop,

were not so serious and output should be satisfactory. Conversely, the )
production of beans, which is very sensitive to waterlogging, declined | Guatemala
sharply. Wholesale maize price in Guatemala City
Quetzal perkg
355 000 people are estimated to be in a state of food ‘
insecurity "
The food security of many households is deteriorating rapidly as a result /f\/w
of the negative repercussions of a series of adverse natural events. 5

Following the severe drought in 2009, the passage of the tropical storm

Agatha and eruption of the Pacaya volcano in May 2010 caused serious 4

localized losses of maize, beans, sugarcane and bananas, and damaged

agricultural infrastructure. This was followed by the tropical storm Alex and L —

the tropical E 11 depression in September which caused torrential rain Wow: Jan' Nar. Mty Jul. - SepsMow.cln - MarcMay -l Sew.: Hoy
R 0B 09 09 09 09 09 09 10 0 10 10 1 10

and yet more flooding and crop losses.

SourceMinisterio de Agricultura, Ganaderis y Almentacin

It is estimated that a total of 355 000 people are living in a state of food
insecurity (both moderate and serious) as a result of their crop losses, and
are in need of food aid. WFP is distributing assistance to 215 000 such
people. The beneficiaries include acutely malnourished children. To
provide financial support, the government declared a state of emergency
and organized an international donors’ conference in mid-October for the
reconstruction of the rural areas affected by the adverse natural events. In
addition to emergency assistance, the government is also continuing to
implement social protection network programmes.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Staples prices are mixed

October and November maize prices fell as the “de primera” harvest
gradually came onto the market. Wholesale prices fell by 16 percent
between September and mid-November to GTQ 114/QQ.

Black Bean prices, conversely, rose between September and October by
13 percent, and in early November reached GTQ 375/QQ. The price
increase has mainly been due to bean crop losses during the “de primera”

season and uncertainties about the prospects for the “de postrera”
season”.

r

Guatemala

Wholesale rice and bean prices in Guatemala City
Quetzal per kg
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e Rice (second quality)

- Beans (black)

Source:Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia y Almentacidn
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Guatemala

Reference Date: 07-June-2010

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
Storm Agatha brings heavy rains that caused damage to
agriculture and infrastructures

e Planting of the 2010 main season crops is complete; rainfall
damages reported

e Prices of maize are declining following the harvest from the
main northern farming areas

The pacific storm Agatha causes severe damages

Agatha, the first tropical storm of the 2010 Pacific hurricane season (which
runs from mid-May to November), brought heavy rainfall and damage in
various departments, particularly those facing the western coast of the
country. The departments most affected are Escuintla, Suchitepéquez,
Retalhuleu, San Marcos, Quetzaltenango, Huehuetenango, Totonicapén,
Solola, Chimaltenango and Guatemala. Local damages were also
recorded in coffee plantations, especially in Chiquimula and Jalapa,
already suffering from above-average rains in April. The coffee harvest,
scheduled to start in October, is a major source of revenue for the area’s
population. Widespread damages to infrastructures and buildings are also
reported.

In addition, the volcano eruption of the Pacaya covered the capital city
and neighbouring farming areas with a thick layer of ash and stones and
forced the evacuation of more than 150 000 people.

Planting of the 2010 main season crops is almost
complete

Planting of the main maize and sorghum crops in the coastal and highland
areas, is nearing completion. Recent reports indicate that this year, in an
attempt to take advantage of the early onset of seasonal rains, farmers
anticipated the planting of crops by few weeks. In parts of April and May
some irregular rains and unseasonably high temperatures affected
growing crops. This was followed by the recent torrential rains. Estimates
of official losses are not yet available.

Food insecurity persist in the highlands

Food insecurity is a major cause of concern in the highlands where the
population suffered significant crop losses in the previous year due to
drought and has already depleted their food reserves. Poor households
are also affected by rising food prices as the lean season (March-July)
coincided with a reduction in options for employment opportunities.

Currently approximately 50 000 households are reported to be highly food
insecure. The current situation is not expected to improve until the first
harvest, in August-September.

Prices of maize show a slight decline in May

In the important market of Guatemala city, the price of maize that was on
the increase since December 2009 has shown a slight drop in May

2010.This is mainly due to the harvest in the departments of the southern
coastal producing areas and the northern fertile agricultural departments
(including the department of Petén and Izabal) where planting took place

Guatemala
Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize & Sorghum
e a
{Main}
Maize & Sorghum s
(Second)* as
Potatoes @
Rice a0
Wheat [
J FMAMI J ASOND
Lean period -
—_
FEWSNET
Sowing -
| Growing D
Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET
Guatemala
Cereal production
2004-2008 2009 change
average 2008 estimate 2009/2008
000 tonnes percent
Maize 1081 970 1100 13
| Sorghum 50 a5 50 1
Rice (paddy) 34 34 34 0
Others 10 9 10 11
Total 1175 1058 1194 13

Note:percentage change calculated from unrounded data
Source: FAD/GEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
-

Guatemala
Wholesale maize price in Guatemala City

Quetzal perkg
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SourceMinisterio de Agricultura, Ganaderls y Almentacin
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in November and December last year.

In May, the average price of black beans was below the level in 2008.
Despite the lower harvest gathered during the second cropping season of
2009, markets are sufficiently supplied due to imports from Mexico.

Quotations of rice, almost totally imported, have remained stable in the
last year.

7

Guatemala

Wholesale rice and bean prices in Guatemala City
Quetzal per kg
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Guatemala GIEWS
Reference Date: 16-March-2010 '.Crop calendar
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Guatemala
e Early depletion of food reserves in drought-affected areas Maize (Main) -
e 2009 maize production estimated about average by FAO/WFP , =
Mission Maize (Second) o
e Prices of maize regain strength in recent months Potatoes ®
. Rice L T
Th? outl_go!f for the 2010 cereal crops uncertain due — e
to “El Nifio” event N
. . . . . Sorghum (Second) -
The sowing of basic grains (maize, sorghum and rice) for the 2010
primera season harvest is scheduled to begin in April in the western Wheat =
highlands, and will continue through to June in the humid tropical coastal S W S R MR
zones. It is, however, expected that El Nifio will continue to affect the Key
climate at least until May, which could upset the onset of the rainy season. é‘:::l‘gg &-,;
. . . . Harvesting Source: FAOQ/GIEWS
2009 maize production reduced in the “Dry Corridor” - /
but satisfactory at national level (
Guatemala

An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Evaluation Mission visited the
country in November 2009 to assess the local situation in the wake of the
drought conditions that had affected the primera and segunda basic grains
production in certain areas. Substantial production losses were reported in
the departments of El Progreso, Baja Verapaz, Jalapa, Jutiapa,
Chiquimula, Sacapa in the Dry Corridor, and San Marcos, Quetzaltenango
and Huehuetenango in the Highlands. It was estimated that about 145 000
households were affected in these departments and require emergency
food assistance. However, adequate and well-distributed rainfall in major
grain production areas in the North had boosted yields there,
guaranteeing a good level of primera output at the national level. In view
of the favourable prospects for the 2009 segunda season harvest, which
is currently in progress in the North and will end in early April, the Mission
tentatively estimated that the aggregate 2009 maize production would be
1.7 million tonnes, around 1.5 percent below average.

Cereal import requirements for the 2009/10 (July/June) commercial
season are forecast to average 670 000 tonnes of maize (mainly yellow
maize for the animal feed industry) and 510 000 tonnes of wheat.

Food reserves of vulnerable households depleted in
drought affected areas

The food security of many households is rapidly deteriorating because of
the early depletion of their food reserves. The period of food shortages
has just begun particularly in the drought-affected departments in the East
of the Corredor Seco and the western highlands, some one/two months
earlier than normal. This is being compounded by the fact that the strong
demand for farm labourers, to harvest coffee and cane sugar for example,
is about to end, further reducing the capacity of the poorest households to
buy food. A Food Insecurity and Acute Malnutrition Appeal, was launched
at the beginning of March for projects targeting the Corredor Seco and
neighbouring departments of Izabal and Quiché. Proposed projects for
agriculture mainly focus on income generating-activities for rural
communities, provision of technical support to production of basic grains
and reactivation of orchard production systems and livestock.
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Price of food staple maize increased in January,
while those of bean remain high

White maize wholesale prices slumped between August and December
2009, with the gradual arrival of the new supplies on the market. But as
from January 2010, the prospects of a longer than usual period of food
shortages once again pushed up the prices of white maize whose
quotations reached in March 2010 GTQ 118.5 per Spanish quintal (more
than USD300 per tonne), an increase of more than 15 per cent over the
December 2009 prices.

Although prices of black beans have gradually declined from November
2008, quotations in the major market of Guatemala City (GTQ 8.48/kg) are
still more than 30 percent higher than the level of two years ago.

There have been minimum price fluctuations for rice (second quality)
since April 2009.
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An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Evaluation Mission visited the
country in November 2009 to assess the local situation in the wake of the
drought conditions that had affected the primera and segunda basic grains
production in certain areas. Substantial production losses were reported in
the departments of El Progreso, Baja Verapaz, Jalapa, Jutiapa,
Chiquimula, Sacapa in the Dry Corridor, and San Marcos, Quetzaltenango
and Huehuetenango in the Highlands. It was estimated that about 145 000
households were affected in these departments and require emergency
food assistance. However, adequate and well-distributed rainfall in major
grain production areas in the North had boosted yields there,
guaranteeing a good level of primera output at the national level. In view
of the favourable prospects for the 2009 segunda season harvest, which
is currently in progress in the North and will end in early April, the Mission
tentatively estimated that the aggregate 2009 maize production would be
1.7 million tonnes, around 1.5 per cent below average.

Cereal import requirements for the 2009/10 (July/June) commercial
season are forecast to average 670 000 tonnes of maize (mainly yellow
maize for the animal feed industry) and 510 000 tonnes of wheat.

Food reserves of vulnerable households depleted in
drought affected areas

The food security of many households is rapidly deteriorating because of
the early depletion of their food reserves. The period of food shortages
has just begun particularly in the drought-affected departments in the east
of the Corredor Seco and the western highlands, some one/two months
earlier than normal. This is being compounded by the fact that the strong
demand for farm labourers, to harvest coffee and cane sugar for example,
is about to end, further reducing the capacity of the poorest households to
buy food.

Price of food staple maize increased in January,
while those of bean remain high

White maize wholesale prices slumped between August and December
2009, with the gradual arrival of the new supplies on the market. But as
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from January 2010, the prospects of a longer than usual period of food
shortages once again pushed up the February 2010 prices of white maize
to GTQ 115 per Spanish quintal (approximately USD300 per tonne), an
increase of approximately 12 per cent over the December 2009 prices.
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Reference Date: 09-September-2009

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Prolonged drought still affecting poorest departments
e Rice harvesting is underway with no reported damage
o Still very high the prices for beans in Guatemala

The prolonged Canicula Period affected the
poorest departments in the country

Every year, the country suffers from a mid-summer drought period
between June and August, called the canicula, which was particularly
prolonged this year and caused a sharp decline in primera bean and
maize harvests.

The canicula had a very serious effect on the region of the Oriente Dry
Corridor, which compises the eight departments of Baja Verapaz, El
Progreso, Zacapa, Chiquimula, Jutiapa, Santa Rosa, Jalapa and
Quiché, where most of the severely degraded lands lie.

The farmers who managed to sow their crops with the first rains that fell
in May were able to harvest what they had sown.

Conversely, virtually the whole of the maize and bean harvest sown
between the first week of July and the first few days of August was lost.

No damage has been reported to the rice harvest
The rice harvest should be taking place at the present time.

So far, no losses have been caused to rice production because it is
mainly concentrated in the departments of Izabal, Alta Verapaz and
only partially in the departments of Santa Rosa and Jutiapa affected by
the current drought.

Food insecurity is increasing among the poorest
households

According to official data 53 000 basic grain producers are directly
affected, representing about 20 percent of the rural population living in
Guatemala’s Dry Corridor.

Taking account of all the small farmer households possessing and
farming land together with the poor non-farming families, it is estimated
that 90 000 households are currently threatened by food insecurity as a
result of the 2009 drought.

To address the emergency situation and the shortage of staples
affecting the country, the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food
has been implementing a Food Contingency and Emergency Plan 2009
covering the period August-December 2009 to supply poor households
with basic foodstuffs such as maize, maize flour, beans, bean flour, rice
and seed for sowing.

The high black bean wholesale prices on the Guatemala City market
have fallen by about 6 percent below 2008, even though they still
remain above mid-2008 pre-crisis levels.
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The government is thinking of tackling food
shortages by authorising duty-free imports

Faced with reduced black bean production in the current harvest, the
Ministry of the Economy may authorise duty-free grain imports.
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